ACTS 4

No Other Name

two fishermen before the high priests, a prayer that shook the room, and a church of one heart and
soul

“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by

which we must be saved.”
ACTS 4:12
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BEFORE THE PASSAGE

Where Luke has brought us

Acts 4 is the same afternoon as Acts 3.

The opposition comes from the temple establishment:
the priests, “the captain of the temple guard” (the officer
next in rank to the high priest, in charge of temple order)
and the Sadducees (v. 1).

The next morning the Sanhedrin meets: “their rulers and
elders and scribes,” with “Annas the high priest ... and
Caiaphas and John and Alexander” (vv. 5-6).
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Acts 1:15

Acts 2:41

Acts 4:4

THE WORD GROWS UNDER PRESSURE - ACTS 1-4
about 120 persons
gathered in the upper room
about 3,000 souls
added at Pentecost
about 5,000 men
“the number of the men” — after the arrest

“sometimes the church’s suffering days have been her growing days” - counts as Luke gives them




MOVEMENT I - ACTS 4:1-12

By What Name?

An arrest at evening, five thousand believers, and Peter before the court that condemned Jesus

@ oavip Guzik @ r.c sprouL
But many of those who had heard the message Meant to frighten; opposition did not slow Tolerance is the culture’s creed; be ready
believed; and the number of the men came to be the church; the only way. to die for this claim.
about five thousand.
@ c.H. spurcEON @ MATTHEW HENRY
You cannot judge a sermon the day it is Suffering days, growing days; we cannot
preached; behave boldly. be saved but by Christ.
9 V4
EEODOED“ GElC From exoutheneo, to treat as nothing, to despise.

EXOUTHENETHEIS - “REJECTED”
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MOVEMENT | - DIAGRAM

Who's who at the hearing

WHO’S WHO AT THE HEARING - ACTS 4:1-22

THE COUNCIL (SANHEDRIN) ON TRIAL “IN THE CENTER” (v7)

Annas the high priest (v6) Peter, “filled with the Holy Spirit” (v8)
former high priest; Jesus was taken to him first (John 18:13) weeks ago he denied Jesus in Annas’s courtyard
Caiaphas (v6) John (vv13, 19)

Annas’s son-in-law, high priest the year of the cross “uneducated and untrained” — “been with Jesus”
John and Alexander (vé6) the healed man, “standing with them” (v14)
high-priestly family; otherwise unknown “more than forty years old” (v22)

rulers, elders and scribes (v5) Spurgeon: “Converts shut the mouths

priests, captain of the temple guard, of adversaries.”
Sadducees (v1) — deny the resurrection

THE HEARING IN FOUR LINES

Q: “By what power, or in what name, have you done this?” (v7)

A: “by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised” (v10)

Verdict: “they had nothing to say in reply” (v14) — so they forbid the name (v18)
Reply: “we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard” (v20)

On the left, the court that condemned Jesus; on the right, the two fishermen and the healed man; the dark panel gives the whole hearing in four quotations.
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MOVEMENT Il - ACTS 4:13-22

They Had Been with Jesus

Untrained men, a miracle no one could deny, and the question of whom to obey

@ oavip Guzik

Now as they observed the confidence of Peter Untrained, but they knew the Scriptures
and John and understood that they were and had been with Jesus.

uneducated and untrained men, they were

amazed, and began to recognize them as having

been with Jesus.

@ c.H. spurcEON

Courage the brass, love the gold; behold
Christ, become like Him.

@ r.c sprouL

Obey God when men command sin — but
know what God commands.

@ MATTHEW HENRY

You can tell they have been on the mount
by their faces.

Happrl owx From pas (all) and rhésis (speech): saying everything, plain and open speech without fear.

PARRESIA - “CONFIDENCE, BOLDNESS”
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MOVEMENT IIl -« ACTS 4:23-31

Grant Your Servants Boldness

The church prays Psalm 2, owns God'’s sovereign purpose, and the place is shaken

@ oavip Guzik

And when they heard this, they lifted their voices God in control; ask boldness, not safety:
to God with one accord and said, “O Lord, it is walls are not holy.

You who MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH

AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM,

@ c.H. spurcEON

Predestination in a prayer meeting;
discord is harmony to God.

@ r.c sprouL

Sovereignty believed absolutely; where is
that boldness among us?

@ MATTHEW HENRY

Ask not chiefly that trouble be prevented;
let us not be sneaking.

GSGHOTG Not the usual kyrios but despotés — the master with absolute authority, the owner of slaves.

DESPOTA - “O LORD”
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MOVEMENT IIl - DIAGRAM

Psalm 2 read as news

PSALM 2 READ AS NEWS - ACTS 4:25-28

DAVID SAID (PSALM 2:1-2) “IN THIS CITY” (ACTS 4:27)

' 2 s 2

“the Gentiles rage” the Gentiles — Rome’s soldiers

“the peoples devise futile things” “the peoples of Israel”

“the kings of the earth” Herod (Antipas)

“the rulers” Pontius Pilate

YRy

“against the Lord and against His Christ” “Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed”

“to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur” (v28)

Spurgeon: “The ferocity of kings and priests doth but fulfill the counsel of God.”
So they ask, not for safety, but for boldness (v29).

Read each row left to right: the church matched every line of David’s psalm to the people who gathered against Jesus in Jerusalem — and saw God'’s hand behind it all.
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MOVEMENT IV - ACTS 4:32-37

One Heart and Soul

Great power, great grace, no one in need, and a man called the Son of Encouragement

@ oavip Guzik @ r.c sprouL
And the congregation of those who believed were Not communism; voluntary, as needs Not required; Barnabas gave all; Ananias
of one heart and soul; and not one of them arose; soon abused. pretended to.

claimed that anything belonging to him was his
own, but all things were common property to
them.

@ MATTHEW HENRY

Grasping causes wars; those that gather
much have nothing over.

KOl Koinos, shared, held in common — the root of koinonia, fellowship (2:42).
KOINA - “COMMON"

ACTS 4 - NO OTHER NAME - SMITH FOR CHRIST



KEY INSIGHTS TO CARRY

What to carry from this chapter

Suffering days, growing days.

e The apostles go to jail and the number of the men rises to about
five thousand (4:3-4).

They counted Him as nothing.

Peter’s exoutheneo (4:11) is stronger than the psalm’s “rejected”:

the builders treated the cornerstone as worthless.
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The same court, a different Peter.

Weeks earlier Peter denied Jesus in Annas’s courtyard; now,
“filled with the Holy Spirit,” he tells Annas and Caiaphas, “whom
you crucified, whom God raised” (4:6-10).

Not a way — the way.

Guzik: “Peter didn’t merely proclaim Jesus as a way of salvation,
but as the only way of salvation.”



KEY INSIGHTS TO CARRY

More to carry

Educated where it counts.

° Uneducated and untrained, “Yet they were educated in two more
important ways: they knew the Scriptures, and they had been
with Jesus” (Guzik).

Sproul: never “I'm just obeying orders” as an excuse for sin, but
no disobedience for mere inconvenience; we must know “what
God commands and what God forbids.”

0 Obey God — and know what He says.
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A healed man is an argument.

With him standing there, “they had nothing to say in reply”
(4:14).

° They prayed for boldness, not safety.

“Take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants
may speak Your word with all confidence” (4:29).
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QUESTIONS FOR THE TABLE

Talk it through

ACTS 4 -

The apostles were jailed and the church grew to five thousand men. Where has a hard season in my life become a growing season?

Peter said there is “no other name under heaven ... by which we must be saved.” Why is that claim hard for people today, and how
would | explain it to a friend with love?

People could tell Peter and John “had been with Jesus.” What would people notice about me this week that shows | have been with
Him?

“We cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” What have | seen Jesus do that | have kept to myself?

When the church was threatened, they prayed for boldness instead of safety. What would change if | prayed that way about my own
threats?
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CLOSING

Acts 4 puts two fishermen in front of the men who killed Jesus and lets them say the plainest
sentence in the book: there is no other name. Threatened, the church prayed for boldness and
got it; filled with the Spirit, it shared until no one was in need. Be with Jesus, and people will be

able to tell.

Teaching the Word. Watching the Times. — Smith For Christ

Full Deep Dive, O:I-A study and reflection journal: see the Acts study page.
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